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Abstract

On February 1st, 2014, people around the world gathered in
front of their computers to participate in the first ever Art
and Feminism Wikipedia Edit-a-thon. The event had two
important goals. In a 2010 survey, Wikimedia found that less
than 13% of its contributors are female. Aiming to address
this very serious gender disparity amongst editors, I invited
women-identified people to come to Eastern Bloc in Montréal
to learn about contributing to Wikipedia. The global event, :
which had a secondary goal of adding content in the areas of . b | e : | -
art, feminism and specifically feminist art, generated over 1 : '
100 new pages of content and made important contributions
to hundreds more.
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On February 1st, 2014, people around the world gathered in
front of their computers to participate in the first ever Art

and Feminism Wikipedia Edit-a-thon
(http://artandfeminism.tumblr.com/). The event had two
important goals. In a 2010 survey, Wikimedia found that less
than 13% of its contributors are female
(http://www.wikipediasurvey.org/docs/Wikipedia_Overview_1
5March2010-FINAL.pdf). Aiming to address this very serious
gender disparity (https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Gender_gap) amongst editors, I invited women-identified people to come and learn
about contributing to Wikipedia. No previous experience was necessary and volunteers were on hand to coach newcomers in setting up
accounts, editing and creating articles on the world’s largest open-source encyclopedia.
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The project aimed to address the relative lack of articles or the high levels of stub articles in the areas of art and feminist discourse.
Those most in need of redress was where art and feminism intersected. With over 30 participating cities hosting hundreds of
participants and thousands more participating virtually, it is safe to say that the project was a success.

The original idea for the project came from a group of like-minded individuals, mostly based out of New York City. The NYC iteration
which took place at Eyebeam and got the ball rolling was the brain child of curator and writer Jacqueline Mabey, art librarian Sian Evans,
curator and current Eyebeam Fellow Laurel Ptack and artist and SUNY professor Michael Mandiberg.
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In Montreal, the Art and Feminism Wikipedia Edit-a-thon took
place at the Eastern Bloc lab, a community space housed in

the artist-run centre of the same name. Members of the
centre were present to answer questions and were actively

involved in helping run the event. Other affiliated centres and
feminist art groups included Skol, .dp/Journal and Studio XX.
The day-long event was followed by an informal discussion

over food and drinks at Notre-Dame des Quilles, a local bar.

Over thirty-five people participated in person, with other
Montrealers participating remotely. Of the people who came
to Eastern Bloc, half had no Wikipedia contribution experience
whatsoever, one quarter had limited experience and one
quarter were already proficient at contributing. We organized
into mini-groups and went over video and web-based
tutorials, with groups forming based on people’s individual
learning styles. We also tapped into the broadcast tutorial
from Eyebeam, which acted as the centralized venue for the
project. Some people stayed the whole day, while others
popped in and out. People were really keen to help each other
out, with both content and form. It was a really nice time and
very welcoming. There were people of various ages and

gender-identification and the event had a real community-
driven feeling to it.

Of course, the one-day meet-up was just the beginning. We hope to meet again soon in Montreal and we encourage you to get involved
on Wikipedia and to edit anytime and anyplace.

If you are new to the process, here is a list of useful links to get you started:

Tutorial video: http://vimeo.com/64973792
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Shorter online tutorial:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Training/Newcomers

Longer online tutorial:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Training/For_students

Cheatsheet (code):
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Cheatsheet

“How to Create New Wikipedia Articles That Will Stick™
http://www.hastac.org/blogs/wadewitz/2013/04/30/learning-work-wikipedia-new-pages-patrol-and-how-create-new-wikipedia-arti

Wiki Manual of Style:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Manual_of_Style

Wiki “Citing Sources™:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citing_sources

Wiki “Art and Feminism: Results” (to record every article we have created or modified):
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/ArtAndFeminism#Results

Wiki “Biographies of living persons”:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Biographies_of_living_persons

Finally, if you participated at Eastern Bloc or virtually and want to sign in to the meet-up page, please do so here:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/Montr%C3%A9al/ArtAndFeminism_2014

Amber Berson is passionate about art and its potential for social change. Her current research focuses on art and mourning, museum
practises, narrative theory, artist-run culture, the mythology of national art and vernacular collections. Her Master's thesis at Concordia
University considered how missing and murdered Aboriginal women have been depicted in Canadian art. She works in and with artist-
run-centres and most recently curated several editions of the SIGHT & SOUND festival, the Salon : Data series, the exhibition
Département des Nuisances Publiques, and other projects at Eastern Bloc; The Wild Bush Residency at a cottage in Val David, Quebec; In
Your Footsteps at the VAV Gallery, The Magpies Nest at the Wenger Homestead in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and “We lived on a map..." at
the CEREV (Centre for Ethnographic Research and Exhibition in the Aftermath of Violence) exhibition space. She helped to coordinate the
Quebec Quilt Registry, to organize the Guido Molinari painting archive, to research Métis clothing in European collections and generally
wants you to let her go through your stuff.

ADVERTISING

DODODODODOOODODODODD>>>

TAKE

ADVANTAGE

OF THIS
AD SPACE |

SEE OUR

ADVERTIZING
KIT FOR DETAILS >

SOOI >>

pub@dpi.studioxx.org

L LLLLLLLL L L L L L L L L L L L L LKL

A
LLLL L L L L L L L L L L L L LKL

Advertising on .dpi ->

o Contribuer

o Connexion

Recent blog posts

e Does Carrie Fisher Have Twitter?
And Other Stories

e Technology & Guilt

e Mon féminisme n'est pas coquet

e Ying Gao - L'intangible en tant que
matiere

e e féminisme ironique, c'est pas si
drole que ¢a...

e Q&A with audio collective FUNF

More

Recent comments

e Currently,Iam alsorunning 12
years 8 months ago

e Surl'education 12 years 8 months
ago

e Margaret Harrison 13 years 1
month ago

e See here avideo from the .dpi 27
launch! 13 years 3 months ago

Search

© 2004-2015| ISSN 1712-9486 | A Studio XX Production | User Login
We acknowledge the support of the Canada Council for the Arts for our publishing program.



https://dpi.studioxx.org/en
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/no/29-The-Montreal-Issue/art-and-feminism-wikipedia-edit-thon
https://dpi.studioxx.org/fr/no/29-100%25montr%C3%A9al/art-and-feminism-wikipedia-edit-thon
http://www.studioxx.org/
https://dpi.studioxx.org/user
http://conseildesarts.ca/
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/no/29-The-Montreal-Issue/art-and-feminism-wikipedia-edit-thon
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/node/167/backlinks
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/amber-berson
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/no/29-The-Montreal-Issue
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/type-de-contribution/report
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/mot-cl%C3%A9s/art-feminism
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/mot-cl%C3%A9s/wikipedia
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/mot-cl%C3%A9s/editing
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/mot-cl%C3%A9s/eastern-bloc
http://artandfeminism.tumblr.com/
http://www.wikipediasurvey.org/docs/Wikipedia_Overview_15March2010-FINAL.pdf
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Gender_gap
http://www.easternbloc.ca/
http://skol.ca/en/
http://dpi.studioxx.org/
http://www.studioxx.org/
https://www.facebook.com/notredamedesquilles
http://vimeo.com/64973792
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Training/Newcomers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Training/For_students
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Cheatsheet
http://www.hastac.org/blogs/wadewitz/2013/04/30/learning-work-wikipedia-new-pages-patrol-and-how-create-new-wikipedia-arti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Manual_of_Style
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citing_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/ArtAndFeminism#Results
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Biographies_of_living_persons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/Montr%C3%A9al/ArtAndFeminism_2014
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/node/18
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/user
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/blog/does-carrie-fisher-have-twitter-and-other-stories
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/blog/technology-guilt
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/blog/mon-f%C3%A9minisme-nest-pas-coquet
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/blog/ying-gao-lintangible-en-tant-que-mati%C3%A8re
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/blog/le-f%C3%A9minisme-ironique-cest-pas-si-dr%C3%B4le-que-%C3%A7a
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/blog/qa-audio-collective-f%C3%BCnf
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/blog
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/comment/244#comment-244
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/comment/239#comment-239
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/comment/218#comment-218
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/comment/6#comment-6
http://dpi.studioxx.org/en/advertising
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/content/archives
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/mission-and-history
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/no/31-music-and-politics
https://dpi.studioxx.org/en/blog

