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RésuméRésuméRésuméRésumé

Le 1er février 2014, des gens de partout à travers le monde se

sont rassemblés devant leur ordinateur afin de participer au

premier Art + féminisme Wikipédia Edit-a-thon. L'événement

comptait deux objectifs importants. Selon une enquête

menée en 2010, Wikimédia a découvert que moins de 13% de

ses collaborateur-rice-s étaient des femmes. Visant à

remédier à cette sérieuse disparité entre les sexes parmi les

auteur-e-s, j'ai invité des gens à se déplacer au centre Eastern

Bloc à Montréal, qui s’identifient aux femmes, afin qu'ils

apprennent à contribuer à Wikipédia. L'événement, qui avait

pour objectif secondaire d’ajouter du contenu dans les

champs de l'art, du féminisme et spécifiquement de l’art

féministe, a généré plus de 100 nouvelles pages et

d'importantes contributions à des centaines d'autres.

Image : Art+feminism Wikipedia Edit-a-thon, Eastern Bloc, Montreal,

Quebec. February 1, 2014.

 

On February 1st, 2014, people around the world gathered in

front of their computers to participate in the first ever Art

and Feminism Wikipedia Edit-a-thon

(http://artandfeminism.tumblr.com/). The event had two

important goals. In a 2010 survey, Wikimedia found that less

than 13% of its contributors are female (http://www.wikipediasurvey.org/docs/Wikipedia_Overview_15March2010-FINAL.pdf). Aiming to

address this very serious gender disparity (https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Gender_gap) amongst editors, I invited women-identified

people to come and learn about contributing to Wikipedia. No previous experience was necessary and volunteers were on hand to coach

newcomers in setting up accounts, editing and creating articles on the world’s largest open-source encyclopedia.

Image : Art+feminism Wikipedia Edit-a-thon, Eastern Bloc, Montreal, Quebec. February 1, 2014.

The project aimed to address the relative lack of articles or the high levels of stub articles in the areas of art and feminist discourse.

Those most in need of redress was where art and feminism intersected. With over 30 participating cities hosting hundreds of

participants and thousands more participating virtually, it is safe to say that the project was a success.

The original idea for the project came from a group of like-minded individuals, mostly based out of New York City. The NYC iteration

which took place at Eyebeam and got the ball rolling was the brain child of curator and writer Jacqueline Mabey, art librarian Sian Evans,

curator and current Eyebeam Fellow Laurel Ptack and artist and SUNY professor Michael Mandiberg.

  Image : Art+feminism Wikipedia Edit-a-thon, Eastern Bloc, Montreal,

Quebec. February 1, 2014.

In Montreal, the Art and Feminism Wikipedia Edit-a-thon took

place at the Eastern Bloc lab, a community space housed in

the artist-run centre of the same name. Members of the

centre were present to answer questions and were actively

involved in helping run the event. Other affiliated centres and

feminist art groups included Skol,  .dpi Journal and Studio XX.

The day-long event was followed by an informal discussion

over food and drinks at Notre-Dame des Quilles, a local bar.

Over thirty-five people participated in person, with other

Montrealers participating remotely. Of the people who came

to Eastern Bloc, half had no Wikipedia contribution experience

whatsoever, one quarter had limited experience and one

quarter were already proficient at contributing. We organized

into mini-groups and went over video and web-based

tutorials, with groups forming based on people’s individual

learning styles. We also tapped into the broadcast tutorial

from Eyebeam, which acted as the centralized venue for the

project. Some people stayed the whole day, while others

popped in and out. People were really keen to help each other

out, with both content and form. It was a really nice time and

very welcoming. There were people of various ages and

gender-identification and the event had a real community-

driven feeling to it.

Of course, the one-day meet-up was just the beginning. We hope to meet again soon in Montreal and we encourage you to get involved

on Wikipedia and to edit anytime and anyplace.

If you are new to the process, here is a list of useful links to get you started: 

Tutorial video: http://vimeo.com/64973792

Shorter online tutorial:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Training/Newcomers

Longer online tutorial:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Training/For_students

Cheatsheet (code):

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Cheatsheet

“How to Create New Wikipedia Articles That Will Stick”:

http://www.hastac.org/blogs/wadewitz/2013/04/30/learning-work-wikipedia-new-pages-patrol-and-how-create-new-wikipedia-arti

Wiki Manual of Style:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Manual_of_Style

Wiki “Citing Sources”:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citing_sources

Wiki “Art and Feminism: Results” (to record every article we have created or modified):

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/ArtAndFeminism#Results

Wiki “Biographies of living persons”:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Biographies_of_living_persons

Finally, if you participated at Eastern Bloc or virtually and want to sign in to the meet-up page, please do so here:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/Montr%C3%A9al/ArtAndFeminism_2014

Amber BersonAmber BersonAmber BersonAmber Berson est passionnée d'art et de son potentiel à mener au changement social. Ses recherches actuelles focalisent sur l'art et le

deuil, les pratiques muséales, la théorie narrative, la culture des centres d’artistes autogérés, la mythologie de l'art national et les

collections vernaculaires. Son mémoire de maîtrise, exécuté à l'Université Concordia, examinait la façon dont les femmes autochtones,

disparues et assassinées, ont été représentées dans l'art canadien. Elle travaille pour et en collaboration avec les centres d'artistes

autogérés. Plus récemment, elle a agit à titre de commissaire à Eastern Bloc dans le cadre de plusieurs éditions du festival SIGHT &

SOUND, de la série Salon : Data, de l’exposition Département des nuisances publiques et d'autres projets. Elle a aussi été commissaire de

la résidence The Wild Bush dans un chalet à Val David; de In Your Footsteps à la Galerie VAV à l’Université Concordia, de The Magpies

Nest au Homestead Wenger (Pennsylvanie) et de We lived on a map… présenté au CEREV (Centre for Ethnographic Research and

Exhibition in the Aftermath of Violence) à Montréal. Elle a aidé à la coordination du Registre Courtepointe Québec, à l’organisation des

archives picturales de Guido Molinari, à la recherche de vêtements métis dans les collections européennes et veut généralement que

vous la laissez fouiller dans vos affaires.
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